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SUBJECT : SECRETARY CONNALLY TRAVEL: MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION
FROM SECRETARY CONNALLY'S MEETING WITH PRESIDENT
BHUTTO AT THE PRESIDENTIAL PALACE IN RAWALPINDI ON
JULY 6, 19722 PART IIYX OF VII: THE SITUATION IN THE
SUB-CONTINENT.

I« HE THEN TOOK OFF ON AN EXTENDED DISCOURSE OF THE SITUATION

IN THE SUB-CONTINENT AND REVIEWED THE SITUATION IN PAKISTAN.

WHEN HE CAME INTO POWER THE COUNTRY WAS IN A STATE OF CHAOS AND

DISORDER FROM A POLITICAL, ECONOMIC AND MILITARY STANUDPOINT.

THE SPIRIT OF THE PAKISTAN PEOPLE HAD OVERCOME THE MOST SEVERE

SHOCK IN THEIR HISTORY. ALL THIS WaAS BROUGHT ABOUT BY AN

INTERNATIONAL. CONSPIRACY--IT WAS NOT REASONABLE TO ASSUME THAT

IN THESE TIMES ANY COUNTRY COULD SECEDE, AS EAST PAKISTAN

HAD SECEDED, WITHOUT THE ASSISTANCE OF OUTSIDE INTERVENTION

AND FINANCES. THIS UNQUESTIONABLY WAS A DELIBERATE AND

CONSPIRATORIAL ACT CN THE PART OF INDIA: ALSO BY THE SOVIET

UNION, THIS WAS WELL UNDERSTOOD BY PAKISTANI PEOPLE. THIS

MADE 1T EXCEEDINGLY DIFFICULT FOR HIM TO MOVE TOO MUCH TOO FAST.

HE SAID IN ALL FRANKNESS HE HAS STILL TO DEAL WITH THE MILITARY
| POUER IN HIS COUMTRY. THE MILITARY REGIMES OF THE PAST DOZEN
~~YEARS HAVE BEEN DISASTROUS FOR HIS COUNTRYBUT NOTWITHSTANDING

THAT THEY STILL HAVE ENORMOUS INFLUENCE AND POWER WITH WHICH HE HAS

T0O RECKON AND DEAL, Ll

2. RE SAID SENTIMEKT IN THE COUNTRY GOES FAR BEYOND THE
vz _
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MILITARY, IT PERMEATES THE WHOLE STRUCTURE OF PAKISTAN. HE

WENT ON: MY COUNTERPART SHEIKH MUJIBUR RAHMAN KNOW THIS VERY |
WELL. HE AND I ARE OLD FRIENDS AND HAVE HAD MANY DEALINGS i
TOGETHER-~AONG OTHER 'THINGS 1 HAVE SAVE HIS LIFE ;
TWICE. NOT ONCE, BUT TWICE. IN 1968 WHEN I STARTED THE MOVEMENT @
AGAINST AYUB KHAN AND CREATED AN ATMOSPHERE IN THIS COUNTRY ?
THAT REQUIREDAYUB TO SPARE MUJIB AT THAT TIWE BLECAUSE HE WAS

THEN CHARGED WITH CONSPIRACY AND TREASON WITH INDIA. _
THERE WAS CONSIDERABLE EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT THE CHARGE, BUT, AS A i
RESULT OF MY ACTIVITIES, PRESIDENT AYUB KHAN COULD NOT MOVE |
AGAINST HIM. 1 SAVEDHIS LIFE AGAIN LAST YEAR. WHEN HE CAME -
TO SEE ME LAST DECEMBER 27 AND AGAIN ON JANUARY 3 HE CAME TO
ME ALMOST ON HIS KNEES WITH TEARS IN HIS EYES BEGGING FOR
HIS LIFE AND EXPRESSING HIS ETERNAL GRATITUDE FOR SAVING

HIS LIFE, AT THAT POINT I MADE A GREAT MISTAKE~-I DID HNOT E
THEN EXTRACT FROM HIW ANY COMMITMENT ABOUT HIS FUTURE ;
ACTIONS. (REFER TO MY MEMO OF CONVERSATION WITH SHEIKH E
MUJIBUR RAHUAN, WHO TOLD AN ENTIRELY DIFFERENT -

VERSION, MUJIBUR SAID PRESIDENT BHUTTO AT THAT POINT TRIED TO i
NEGOTIATE WITH HIYW ABOUT PRISONERS OF WAR AND SO FORTH AND 5
HE (MUJIBUR) TOLD PRESIDENT BHUTTO THAT HE COULD NOT NEGOTIATE

ANYTHIRG BECAUSE HE WaS IN JAIL AS A PRISONER. MUJIBUR SAID

ON SECOND VISIT HE HAD WITH BHUTTO, IN RESPONSE TO BHUTTO'S

ATTEMPT TO EXTRACT COMMITMENTS FROM HIM, HE RESPONDED IN SAME _
MANNER: HE WAS IN JAIL AS A PRISONER.) ‘

.}

S
REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARGQIVES

4, PRESIDENT BHUTTO SAID THAT AT THE TIME HE RELEASED MUJIB

_HE WAS SEVERELY CRITICIZED IN HIS COUNTRY AND CITIZENS AND

SOLDIERS EVEN ASKED HIM WHAT HE GOT FOR THE RELEASE. HE SAID

HE HAD ASSUMED THAT HIS OLD FRIEND MUJIB WOULD BE GRATEFUL

FOR HIS LIFE. ALTHOUGH HE KNEW THIS DOES KOT DICTATE THE |
FORTUNES OF NATIONS, NEVERTHELESS HE DID NOT THINK YOU COULD i
SEPARATE HUMAN EQUATIONS FROM THE AFFAIRS OF STATE~-- BUT

HE HAD LEARNED DIFFERENTLY. BHUTTO_,SAID MUJIB IS NOW IN ALL

HIS PIOUSNESS HOLDING FORTH AND DEMANDING THAT BHUTTO RECOGNIZE E
HIt BEFORE PROCEEDING WITH DISCUSSIONS OF CRITICAL %
ISSUES SUCH AS PRISONERS OF WAR AND TRIALS OF SOME OF THOSE

PRISONERS.

5. AT THIS PQOINT I TOLD HIM THAT IB DID NOT WANT TO VICLATE
ANY CONFIDENCE OF MY VISIT TC nACCA BUT THAT FROM WHAT 1 HAVE

"\ b B '
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HEARD FROM VARIOUS MEMBERS OF MY PARTY, THERE WOULD BE NO
ATTEMPT TO TRY ALL THE PRINCIPAL PRISONERS, BUT RATHER TRIALS
MIGHT BE LIMITED TO SOMETHING UNDER 300.

6. PRESIDENT BHUTTO SAID IF THEY TRY FIVE OR EVEN TWO OF THE
' PRINCIPAL MILITARY LEADERS HE COULD HAVE SUCH A DIFFICULT
"FROBLEM WITH HIS MILITARY THAT HE DID NOT BELIEVE HE COULD
WITHSTAND THEIR PRESSURE. IT IS WELL AND GOOD, HE SAID,

FOR OTHER NATIONS TO RECOGNIZE BANGLADESH, BUT THE WORLD MUST
UNDERSTAND THAT PAKISTAN IS IN A DIFFERENT POSITION. IT HAD

. HAD A SECESSION AS A RESULT OF CONSPIRACY AND IT WOULD BE AS
IF OTHER NATIONS HELPED TEXAS SECEDE FROM THE UNION--YOU CAN
IMAGE HOW THE REST OF THE NATION WOULD FEEL. (I DID HNOT
RESFOND, BUT I THOUGHT IN MY OWN MIND IT MIGHT BE A WELCOUNE

MOVE~~-BUT I DIDN'T EXPRESS IT.)

7. BHUTTO SAID HE WAS QUITE CRITICAL OF THE FRENCH AND BRITISH
FOR RECOGNIZING BANGLADESH WHEN THEY DID AND HE HAD BEGGED THEM
"NOT TO MOVE PRECIPITOUSLY TOWARD RECOGNITION, HE SAID HE

WAS GRATEFUL FOR THE FACT THAT THE U.S. DID NOT MOVE IN
INDECENT HASTE TO RECOGNIZE BANGLADESH AND PLEADED WITH

THE FRENCH AND BRITISH ON THE GROUNDS THAT IF U.S. UNDER THE
CIRCUMSTANCES COULD EXERCISE SUCH RESTRAINT SURELY THEY COULD
PUT ASIDE RECOGNITION FOR A TIME. THE PROBLEM WAS THAT

SHEIKH MUJIB WAS PAINTING HIMSELF INTO A CORNER--TO THE

POINT WHERE HE WAS FORECLOSING HIS OPTIONS AND MAKING IT
IMPOSSIBLE TO HAVE AN ORDERLY AND HCNORABLE RETREAT FROYM

SOME OF HIS EMOTIONAL POSITIONS, HE SAID: "HE IS AN

EMOT IONAL MAN, YOU AS A POLITICIAN WILL UNDERSTAND THAT

THE LAST THING A POLITICAL LEADER WANTS TO DO IS TO FORECLOSE
ALL OPTIONS UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES.,

8. 1 THEN SAID ONE OF MUJIB'S PRIWCIPAL PROBLEMS WAS

GOING TO BE NOT ONLY THE TRIAL BUT THE RETURN OF THE BENGALIS
IN PAKISTAN. FROM MY CONVERSATIONS THIS APPEARED TO BE A
MATTER OF UTMOST IF NOT PARAMOUNT IMPORTANCE.ME SAID HE

WELL UNDERSTOOD THIS WAS A MAJOR ISSUE BUT THIS WOULD HAVE

TO BE DETERMINED ALONG WITH THE SOLUTION OF MANY PROBLEMS,

SEERET
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MUJIBUR WOULDN'T MEET WITH HIM PRIOR TO RECOGNITION. THE

IDEA THAT HE CAN WAKE UP ONE MORNI&G AND SAY, "I CAN RECOGNIZE
BANGLADESH" IS WHOLLY UNREALISTIC AND WITHOUT THE

BOUNDS OF REASON. HE SAID, WITH RESPECT TO THE BENGALIS

IN PAKISTAN,THAT THE MILITARY SERIOUSLY QUESTIONED THE
PATRIOTISM AND LOYALTY OF MOST OF THE BENGALIS SERVING IN

TRE ARMED FORCES, SO THEY REMOVED THEM FROM THEIR POSITIONS.
BHUTTO SaID HE REGRETTED THE DECISION AND TOLD THE MILITARY
LEADERS HE WOULD DO IT ONLY UNDER THE CONDITION THAT THEY

WERE TREATED DECENTLY--"AS WELL AS OUR OWN TROOPS."™ THERE-~-

[};'?RT THEY EVEN MOVED THEM INTO THE SAME QUARTERS AND FED THEY
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THE SAME FOOD THAT THE PAKISTANI TROCPS WHO HAD BEEN 1IN
THE TRENCHES WERE BEING FED. THEIR PAY AND ALLOWANCES

WERE CONTINUED IN FULL. THEY THEN FOUND SOME BENGALI

CIVIL SERVANTS AND CIVILIAN EYPLOYEES WERE SORTING THROUGHS
FILES AND DUPLICATING FILES. THEY WERE TAKING THEM OUT OF
OFFICES AND TAKING THEM TO THE RUSSIANS., THEY WERE ALSO
STORING THEIR GOLD AND WEALTH WITH THE RUSSIANE, SO, ACGAIN,
THEY WERE RELUCTANTLY REMOVED FROM THEIR POSITIONS BUT
CONTINUED TO RECEIVE THEIR FULL PAY AND ALLOWANCES., THIS
HAD BEEN DONE IN THE CAUSE OF HUMANITY AT A COST WHICH
PAKISTAN COULD ILL AFFORD, _

9., BHUTTO WENT ON TO SAY: "I AM GOIHG TO CHANGE THIS
THOUGH. I AM GOING WO BEGIN TO TIGHTEN THE SCREWS HBECAUSE
THAT 1S ALL MUJIBUR UNDFRSTANDS--HE IS AT TIMES IRRATIONAL."
BHUTTO EXPLAINED HE HAD OFFERED MUJIB 180 THOUSAND TONS OF -
RICE TO HMELP FEED HIS IMPOVERISHED AND STARVING PEOPLE AND
PAKISTAN COULD ILL AFFORD TO DO THAT, AS POOR AS IT WAS, BUT
MUJIB HAD ARROGANTLY DECLINED THE OFFER. AT THIS POINT I
SPOKEB UP AND TOLD BHUTTO THAT HE SHOULD KNOW THAT THERE
WERE STORIFES BEING CIRCULATED IN BOTH COUNTRIES IN WHICH 1
RECENTLY VISITED THAT PAKISTAM WAS STARVING THE PRISONERS IN
THE CANTONMENTS AND TORTURING THEM AND THAT, IN SOME CASES,
WOMEN WERE INCARCERATED IN CAMPS AND BEING RAPED AND
MISTREATED. HE REACTED VERY STRONGLY TO THIS AHD AGAIN
REPEATED THAT EVERYGNE HAD BEEN TREATED MO3ST CIVILLY
AND HONORABLY AND AT GREAT COST TO PAKISTAN. HE AGAIN
REPEATED HE WAS NOT GOING TO BE CRUEL T0 THE BENGALI SOLDI
OR CIVILIANS BUT wAS GOING TO BEGIN TO TIGHTEN DOWN AMND
REDUCE THEIR SALARIES 10 PERHAPS ONE-HALF. THIS WAS THE
ONLY THING MUJIB UNDERSTOOD-~FORCE AND PRESSURE--THE ONLY
THING TO WHICH MIJIR wOULD REACT.
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